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Oblates Around the World: Beit Benedict

Peace Academy
By Helene Paharik, Oblate Novice of Dormition Abbey

Listen with the ear of your heart to the good news of the prayer and work for peace being
accomplished by the Benedictine community at the Dormition Abbey on Mt. Sion in Jerusalem.
They seek to establish Beit Benedict Peace Academy.

Beit Benedict is a response to the requests of Palestinian and Israeli peace makers of the
Benedictine monks at the Dormition Abbey to expand their spiritual, cultural and educational
programs that foster reconciliation and peace. As you know well, the first word in the rule of St.
Benedict is "Listen". Beit Benedict Peace Academy is the response by this small (only 22
members) monastic community to the yearning for peace they hear daily.

Beit Benedict finds its vision in Benedictine Spirituality. It will be located at a Benedictine Abbey
that has been in the Holy Land 100 years. Stability is a guiding virtue of Beit Benedict. The
Dormition Abbey has been a stable presence of the presence of God for over 100 years, despite
war, exile, destruction, fire, and military occupation, the abbey has maintained a stable presence
in the Holy Land. Beit Benedict will also be a stable resource for peace

Another Benedictine virtue, Hospitality is operative at the Dormition Abbey and will shape the
experience of all who come to Beit Benedict. Muslim women pray to the blessed mother in the
crypt of the Dormition. Israelis, young and old attend the spiritual concerts at the Dormition
Abbey. Youth of various traditions and those searching for a faith community, are present at
major feasts, to experience the prayer of the monastic community. People of all faiths, but
especially Catholic Christians from around the globe, have found the abbey to offer neutral
ground and sacred space where God is encountered.

Finally, and probably most importantly, Reverence for the dignity of each person influences all
words and actions at Beit Benedict. This hallmark of Benedictine spirituality helps to transform
hearts and minds. There is reverence for the holy sites in the Holy Land, however, what is
needed is the reverencing of the inner sanctuaries created by God in every human heart.
Modeling and inspiring this deep reverence is truly at the heart of Beit Benedict. Peace begins in
the human heart, the place of God's intervention.

One final thought: What was virtually impossible for the Benedictines on Mt. Sion in Jerusalem
has already been accomplished. They have acquired land adjacent to their abbey on Mt. Sion in
Jerusalem and have obtained a building permit for Beit Benedict Peace Academy. Both are truly


http://www.procopius.org/

miraculous accomplishments. St. Procopius Abbey has established a foundation so that funds
can be raised in the US.

For more information, email info@bbpeaceacademy.org or visit our website at www.Dormitio.net
Click on English Pages, then Our Work for Peace.
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For those of you who have forgotten this prayer, the hkgae phonetic pronunciation is:
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